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Outline 

• Decennial Census and American Community 

Survey (ACS) overview 

• Census Geography 

• Population Estimates 

• FactFinder Demonstration 

 



• Short Form 
• Questions  asked of all persons residing in U.S. 

• Age, Gender, Race/Hispanic origin, Household 
relationship, Housing Tenure  

• 100% Data Products 

• Long Form (1940-2000) 
• Questions asked of a sample of 1 of 6 Housing Units; 

15% of the population in 2000 
• Economic, Social, and Housing Information  
• Sample data products 

 

Decennial Census: Historical Perspective 



2010 Census 

Use data from the 2010 Census to obtain counts 

of population and housing units and their basic 

characteristics (sex, age, race, Hispanic origin, 

household composition, occupancy and 

homeowner status)  



2010 Census 

• April 1, 2010 

• An “actual enumeration” (The 2010 Census aimed to 

count all U.S. residents—citizens and non-citizens alike) 

• Only 10 questions on the 2010 Census form                    

 NO LONG FORM! 



2010 Census: Race and Ethnicity 

2000 2010 change 



2010 Census and ACS 

The 2010 Census shows the number of people 

who live in the U.S. and the American Community 

Survey shows how people live  



ACS 

Use data from the American Community Survey to 

obtain detailed demographic, social, economic, and 

housing characteristics, such as income, poverty, 

employment, and educational attainment. 



ACS 

• An ongoing survey that provides data every year 

• A sample of the population 

• All ACS data are survey estimates. To help you 

 interpret the reliability of the estimate, the 

 Census Bureau publishes a margin of error            

 (MOE) for every ACS estimate.  









Census Geography Hierarchy 
(with 2010 Statistical Area Criteria)               

Revised 10-29-11 

•  1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000) 

•  480 to 3,200 housing units 

•  600 to 3,000 population 

•  240 to 1,200 housing units 

Central axis describes 

a nesting relationship  

• Cities and towns -- incorporated   

• Census Designated Places (CDPs) 

Blocks are not defined by population 

and are the smallest geographic level 

at which data are ever released  

(Decennial Census, not the ACS) 



Census Geography 

• Census Tracts—small, relatively permanent statistical 
subdivisions of a county or equivalent area [usually 
2,500-8,000 people, PDX MSA avg. ~ 4,400] 

• Block Groups (BG)—a subdivision of Census Tracts 
containing a cluster of Census Blocks [usually 600-
3,000 people, optimum size 1,500] 

• Blocks—smallest geographic area; bounded on all 
sides by visible features (e.g. streets, streams, 
railroad tracks) and by invisible boundaries (e.g. city, 
town, and county limits) 



• Place—Places, for the reporting of census data, 
include census designated places (CDP), 
consolidated cities, and incorporated places (cities, 
towns, villages, etc.).  

• ZCTA—A ZIP Code® tabulation area (ZCTA™) is a 
statistical geographic entity that approximates the 
delivery area for a U.S. Postal Service five-digit ZIP 
Code. ZCTAs do not precisely depict ZIP Code 
delivery areas, and do not include all ZIP Codes used 
for mail delivery. 

Census Geography 



Population Estimates 

• PSU Population Research Center – pdx.edu/prc 

• Washington Office of Fin. Mgmt. – ofm.wa.gov/pop 

• Census Bureau – census.gov/popest/ 











• American Community Survey (39,323) 
• American Housing Survey (105) 
• Annual Survey of Manufactures (99) 
• Business Expenses Survey (8) 
• Business Patterns (82) 
• Commodity Flow Survey (213) 
• Census of Governments (7) 
• Decennial Census (8,476) 
• Economic Census (1,957) 
• EEO Tabulation (169) 
• Nonemployer Statistics (32) 
• Population Estimates (26) 
• Survey of Business Owners (396) 
• Annual Survey of State Government Tax Collections (7) 

 

FactFinder Tables by Census Bureau Program (# of tables, April 2013) 
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U.S. Census Bureau Data Tools 

Census Bureau home page:  http://www.census.gov/ 

Census Bureau FactFinder:  http://factfinder2.census.gov 

FactFinder webinar and tutorials:  

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/news_conferences/2012-01-

11_newaff_webinar.html 

Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates:  http://www.census.gov/did/www/saipe/ 

Other Data Tools from the Census Bureau:  http://www.census.gov/main/www/access.html 

Census data experts in other states:  http://www.census.gov/sdc/network.html 

Other resources for retrieving Demographic Data 

Oregon annual population estimates:  http://www.pdx.edu/prc/annual-population-estimates 

Oregon data profiles compiled by PSU-PRC:  http://www.pdx.edu/prc/census-2010-data-for-

oregon 

PSU Library Statistics/Demographics Research Guide:  

http://guides.library.pdx.edu/content.php?pid=232948&sid=1927839 

Minnesota Population Center (NHGIS and IPUMS):  http://www.ipums.org/ 

Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research:  http://www.icpsr.umich.edu 

Missouri Census State Data Center:  http://mcdc.missouri.edu/ 

World Data 

Population Reference Bureau – DataFinder: http://www.prb.org/DataFinder.aspx 

United Nations Population Division:  http://www.un.org/esa/population/ 

http://www.census.gov/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/news_conferences/2012-01-11_newaff_webinar.html
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/news_conferences/2012-01-11_newaff_webinar.html
http://www.census.gov/did/www/saipe/
http://www.census.gov/main/www/access.html
http://www.census.gov/sdc/network.html
http://www.pdx.edu/prc/annual-population-estimates
http://www.pdx.edu/prc/census-2010-data-for-oregon
http://www.pdx.edu/prc/census-2010-data-for-oregon
http://guides.library.pdx.edu/content.php?pid=232948&sid=1927839
http://www.ipums.org/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
http://mcdc.missouri.edu/
http://www.prb.org/DataFinder.aspx
http://www.un.org/esa/population/
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